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Who are ISOPA and ALIPA? 

ISOPA is the European trade association for 

producers of diisocyanates and polyols - the main 

building blocks of polyurethanes.

ALIPA is the European Aliphatic Isocyanates 

Producers Association

ALIPA

ISOPA

PRODUCT STEWARDSHIP
Isopa and ALIPA members continuously improve safety, health and environmental standards 

across the European polyurethanes industry

ADVOCACY
Isopa and ALIPA members engage with policy makers at EU & national level to deliver most 

relevant information and data

COMMUNICATION
Isopa and ALIPA communicate with all stakeholders inside and outside industry
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Regulatory Status of the Restriction

• REACH Restriction on Diisocyanates published on 3rd August 2020 in the 

Official Journal of the European Union 

• Introduces new minimum training requirements for workers handling 

diisocyanates and mixtures containing diisocyanates.

Diisocyanates under REACH

Commission Regulation (EU) 2020/1149

The Industry agrees with ECHA’s assessment that the Restriction is the most effective and efficient 

measure to enhance occupational health and safety

Publication in EU 

Official Journal

3 August 2020

Compliance: concerned 

workers must have 

performed required 

training

24 August 2023

Three-year transition period for concerned 

workers to perform required trainingEntry into force

24 August 2020
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Industry`s Response

Training for workers
Online training material platform. 

• ISOPA/ALIPA are already working together with other industry-

associations on an online training material platform 

• The platform will provide the different levels of training required based on 

the risk categorization of the tasks that diisocyanate workers perform in 

line with the requirements of the REACH restriction. 
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Joint Industry Effort

 2014, ISOPA and ALIPA created a PU 

Exchange Panel, a forum for discussion 

and exchange between all trade 

associations representing sectors 

affected by the Restriction. The group 

includes over 30 associations. 

 In 2018, ISOPA, ALIPA and major

downstream sector association have 

joined efforts to put together the 

Teaching Material.
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Training Structure 

Assessment

Intro video “Why” ?

Level 1

Level 2

1             8

Level 3

1         5

Input from 

Downstream

Input from 

Downstream

Document 

‘Completion 

of training’ 

(for all 

levels)

Level 1

General training

Level 2

Intermediate training

Level 3

Advanced training

#1

#2

#3-11

#12-15



8 | April 2021 |  COPYRIGHT ® ISOPA 2020. ALL RIGHTS RESERVED

Sample slides of Training Level 1
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Sample slides of Training Level 2
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Sample slides of Training Level 3
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Video`s

Sensitization 05:00

First Aid  05:30

PPE 05:30
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The different steps ….

Booking a training Taking a courseRegistration Email Feedback  

Conduct a training
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Classroom Training
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The 
Certificate

Documentation of the training
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Validation of the Training Material 

German Berufsgenossenschaften TÜV Rheinland

Dual Approach 

BG BAU BG RCI

BG HM BG ETEM

Proof against TRGS 430 

and

BR RCI Guide onDiisocyanates
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ISOPA / ALIPA partners with IDLOOM

Idloom SA is a corporate 

communications’ software 

company, providing software 

solutions and services to a broad 

range of international companies 

and organizations.

The company

Founded 2015 in Brussels

Offices in EU, USA, UAE

2000+ active customers

4500+ current live events

World‘s most user-friendly event 

management software (Gartner, 

2018)

Key differentiators

5* customer support (Capterra)

Endless integrations with third party 

softwares

Client references

CEFIC, PlasticsEurope, TIC Council, 

FEICA, FIEC, FECC, ACA, ASAE, 

VinylPlus, ACIL, EBAA, CTU, ...

BMW Group, Boeing, Strabag, 

Engie, E&Y, Genetec, Audi, 

Ingenico, IBM, ...

Education

Houston Community College, 

HEC, University of Delaware, UCL, 

Stellenbosch University,...

Governmental: 
National Bank of Belgium….



17 | April 2021 |  COPYRIGHT ® ISOPA 2020. ALL RIGHTS RESERVED

Pilot Phase 

• Country Germany

• Start projected for May 2021 

• Cover of industrial & professional uses

Phase III

Phase II

Phase I5-10 companies
Level I eLearning

Add. 20 companies
Level II and III 

Add. 50 companies 
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Timeline

Indicative timeline for roll-out of training

A
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g
u

st

2020

J
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e

2021

M
a

y

O
c

to
b

e
r

2022

Publication and start of 

transition phase

Go-Live

Pilot Phase

Pilot Phase Level II and III

Go-Live

First classroom and virtual classroom 

trainings available in selected EU 
languages and countries
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Communication
• Find the key information you need

•www.safeusediisocyanates.eu 
•www.isopa.org
•www.polyurethanes.org
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Training on Diisocyanates and Occupational Exposure Value

ISOPA, ALIPA and Downstream Associations covering the Polyurethane 

industry, strongly support the REACH restriction on diisocyanates as the best 
risk management measure (according to RAC) to reduce worker exposure to 

diisocyanates. 

The restriction will be complementary to OSH provisions and help reduce 

exposure levels. 

Occupational Exposure Values should consider the contribution of 

mandatory training.



Questions & Answers
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CONTACT:

Jörg Palmersheim

Secretary General 

Rue Belliard 65, B-1040 Brussels

Tel: +32 2 / 676 74 76

joerg.palmersheim@isopa.org

www.isopa.org

www.alipa.org

www.polyurethanes.org

Thank you for your attention

mailto:joerg.palmersheim@isopa.org
http://www.isopa.org/
http://www.alipa.org/
http://www.polyurethanes.org/

